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each in his own borrow-pit with instructions to see
that it was finished in the day. Thanks to our
preliminary canters, it only took half an hour to
spread the gangs out over a length of nearly a mile,
and as soon as they were safely at work. Pollard and
I went back to camp for our motor-cycles and rode
on to see how the land lay.
We found that as far as chainage 38,000, or about
three miles beyond our own camp, the plain was
uniformly dry and earthwork quite easy, but at this
point we came to a stretch of two miles where the
ground was sodden and it looked as if no work
could be done for days. The line of the bund here
crossed the almost imperceptibly lower level which
ages ago had formed the old bed of the Euphrates,
and down which the Arab Caliphs had dug the
Paid, or irrigation canal, described by Sir William
Willcocks. The whole of this old Euphrates bed
was a regular sponge which Pollard thought un-
likely to dry for over a fortnight, and which in fact
remained unworkable for the next twenty-four days.
Dotted in a straight line across the quagmire were
the isolated barrows of dry earth which repre-
sented the disconnected efforts of the earlier work-
men, but they were quite valueless, as there was no
getting from one to the other. If we had only
known what was going to happen to the old Euph-
rates bed, we should have encouraged rather than
dissuaded the independent gangs who had been
driven in with such labour only a week before, but
apparently no one in authority remembered Sir
William's report or thought of the Faid or of the
old Euphrates. The Irrigation Officer certainly
did not, or, if he did, he drew no deductions from
it, for as long ago as the yd February he had been